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My article is not my observations and stories.  This 
time it is words of gratitude from a woman.  Maybe it 
is a little unusual, but she wanted to write this from the 
bottom of her heart.

“My name is Halyna.  I am 58 years old.  I came to the 
city of Dnipro at the beginning of the full-scale war, on 
March 6, 2022, from the outskirts of Zaporizhzhia.

In Dnipro, I met other IDPs (Internally Displaced 
Persons), and from them I learned that the Church 
of Christ on Vysokovoltna Street provides very good 
humanitarian aid to IDPs.  My friend, Tetyana, who is 
also an IDP, and I came to the church for worship at the 
end of 2022.  Oksana helped us register for help.  We 
began to listen carefully to the sermon and everything 
that was said was clear.  In the church there was a 
friendly atmosphere, care, mutual respect.

I was interested in Ihor’s sermon.  Later, after receiving 
quality food aid and personal hygiene items, we 
continued to visit worship on Sundays.  I learned that 
there are Bible study classes that Ihor and Lina are 
leading.  Women’s classes as well as women’s seminars 
and holidays.  I tried to attend all the classes, because I 
was very interested.  I wanted to understand everything 
and gain knowledge about the Bible.  I also attended all 
the events, because for me all these visits were like an 
outlet, warm communication, delicious treats and a lot 
of valuable knowledge.

Gradually, I got to know the members of the church, 
and I really liked them.  Friendly, positive and patient 
Ihor always greets us warmly and sets us up for good 
mood then leads interesting Bible study classes.

Oksana, intelligent and serious, always helps to 
understand difficult moments when studying the 
Bible, organizes important and useful classes with a 
psychologist along with wonderful excursions and 
humanitarian aid.

I came to the decision to be baptized later - only 2.5 
years after my first acquaintance with the church.  



K A M I A N S K E
by Zina Parkhomuk 
PHA UKRAINIAN MINISTRY PARTNER: KAMIANSKE

The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes.

Arkadiy was baptized two weeks before the war, after his life 
had been hanging on by a thread. On New Year’s Eve, he almost 
died from a drug overdose. The ambulance arrived in time and 
saved him.

In February 2022, when the full-scale invasion began, my 
family with some orphans went to Chernivtsi.  Arkadiy was 
among them.  We knew him from the time when he was in a 
government shelter with his brothers and sisters.  Later they 
started visiting Domik and in 2021 visited the PHA camp in 
Zaporizhzhia. 

After 1.5 months, we returned home to Kamianske and Arkadiy 
stayed in Chernivtsi, because he said that he planned to cross 
the border of Romania before he came of age.  He said he did 
not see a way home, because the company of drug addict 
friends would ruin him.  And so it happened.  He went abroad.  
He lived in a family of believers, but later the connection 
was broken and there was almost no news about him for a 
year.  Unfortunately, he found adventures there too. He left his 
family, lost his documents, lost his part-time job, dropped out 
of school… We did not know what was happening to him.  His 
parents called us from time to time asking where he was, but 
we had nothing to say.  The parents were deprived of parental 
rights and all the other children were taken by a foster family.

The search for Arkadiy continued.  We started searching the 
social networks last month (first of all, we were looking for his 
brothers and sisters).  We found his sister Angela.  We wrote 
her!  We added her to our friends list and she was very happy 
to hear from us and the first thing she said was that she often 
remembers the Domik camp in Zaporizhzhia.  She says that it 
was “the best camp in her life”!!! 

As it turned out, Arkadiy is alive and almost everything is fine 
with him.  And then another coincidence happened last week 
when we arrived at the new orphanage on the Left Bank of 
Kamianske to get acquainted with the management and the 
children.  Angela saw this orphanage in my social media stories 
and said that the windows of their foster family’s apartment 
face directly onto this street and tomorrow their foster parents 
are taking the girl Sonya to their family from there! 

Here is the second coincidence!  On Wednesday we planned to take the children to ride a slide and called 
Angela and Sonya to go with us.  There was also a girl from their foster family with them.  They were so 
happy!!! We continue to communicate, maybe we will get to know their parents, try to meet the younger 
brother and older brothers Dima and Georgiy.  Angela worries about them, says that they are having bad 
friends and are maybe even involved in selling and using drugs.  Still, I want to believe that this meeting is not 
in vain, and God will be able to change their fate for the better.  Well, we will do everything possible.

Thank you to PHA for the opportunity to help and actively participate in the difficult fates of these children for 
several years now!  Gift them happy emotions and rest!

Blessings to you, dear brothers and sisters!

-Zina Parkhomuk



Thanks to the support of PHA, I went to church, I study 
the Word of God, and now I have decided to become 
a member of a large Christian family.  What can I say 
in the end!  You should not think and doubt for so long 
about getting baptized, because the war is going on 
and you may not have time to make an important 
decision... Why did I hesitate for so long?

My parents were intelligent and good people, but they 
were atheists.  Therefore, I am happy to receive baptism! 

I thank God that He gave me the opportunity to get 
to know the PHA Family and thanks to subsequent 
events, I managed to find peace in my soul, find God, 
and look in the future with hope.”

- Oksana Tanchenko

F A M I L Y  T I M E
by Andrii Bilokonnyi 
PHA UKRAINIAN MINISTRY PARTNER: ZAPORIZHZHIA

What Shall I Do?

Somehow, a few days after another humanitarian 
aid delivery at Domik, I received a message from an 
elderly woman.  This is by no means an isolated case 
or something unusual.  After receiving aid, people 
always share information about our humanitarian kits 
with their friends and acquaintances, that encourages 
others to contact us in all possible ways.  One of which 
is a message via messenger.

Here is her message: 
“Good evening.  I am Klara.  I have the first disability 
group (the hardest one).  I am 86 years old.  I was 
given a business card with this phone number by 
which I can receive humanitarian aid from the PHA 
Domik organization.  Please tell me if I can get it and 
what do I need to do for this?”

I wrote her the almost standard answer, that we are a 
small charity foundation, unfortunately, we do not have 
the opportunity to help everyone in need at once.  I 
explained about registering for assistance through our 
social media pages, and promised to contact Klara as 
soon as we could do something for her.

I kept thinking about what exactly Klara had in mind 
when she wrote a question about what she needed to 
do to receive humanitarian aid from us?  What do all 
the people who register and receive aid do?  And what 
can an elderly woman with the hardest disability can 
do while she is completely helpless?

Closer to Sunday, I called Klara to invite her to attend 
a church meeting and offered to her to receive 
humanitarian aid in this way.  As I thought, this woman 
is almost immobile, she cannot even leave her 
apartment without other’s help. 

But what I heard during a phone conversation with her 
turned out to be more support for me.  Klara told me 
that she was very, very grateful just for the fact that 
I called her.  She was glad that we didn’t turn away 
from her, didn’t abandon her, paid attention.  She 
feels happy because we responded to her message 
and listened to her on the phone.  That’s almost all 
she needs right now.  She also said that she was 

ready to be left without 
humanitarian aid, 
because she received 
much more support, 
but I promised to bring 
her humanitarian kit to 
her home.

It seems that Klara 
was waiting for my call 
right after the church 
meeting.  She quickly 
picked up the phone and said that now there was an 
assistant next to her who would open the door to her 
apartment for us.  We went into the apartment, which 
had a rich smell of medicine.  Klara was sitting at the 
kitchen table facing the window, on the table and 
on the sofa near the table were open Bibles.  On the 
refrigerator there was a large sticker with the inscription 
Jesus Christ - the Master of this house. 

Several large photographs of a man and a boy 
stand and hang in the room in front of the eyes of 
this sick woman.  When I asked where these boys 
were, Klara, holding back tears, replied that they 
were no longer there.

It was difficult not to notice Klara’s excitement, but she 
did not hide it.  She did not stop thanking us for the 
visit and help, and at some point, said that she wanted 
to pray with us for God’s blessing on our ministry.  
After the prayer, Klara said that she also wanted to 
bless our ministry.  She took out four hundred hryvnias 
(Ukrainian currency), gave them to us and thanked us 
again for what we were doing.  I sat at her table and 
thought, - what are we doing?

I recall the Biblical stories about how the disciples of 
Jesus Christ, their relatives, acquaintances, and many 
other people, friends and opponents, in various life 
situations had the question to Him “What to do?.”  To 
each of them the Lord had an answer that exposed 
flaws and shed the light of understanding and love.  I 
constantly think about what I can do to be a part of 
the light for those who need it. 

I am sure that many of those who are reading this now 
not only have answers to the questions of what to do, 
but are already doing incredible and wonderful things 
that are a support and help.  A manifestation of love 
and a source of gratitude for people in need.

- Andrii Bilokonnyi 



EAST TEXAS GIVING DAY!
Can you imagine the devastation of every building in Manhattan being leveled—four times 
over?  That’s the reality in Ukraine.  Homes, schools, and communities have been reduced to 
rubble.  What if one of those buildings was your home?

The need in Ukraine is overwhelming, and you can make a difference by showing you care.

PHA is on the ground, bringing hope and healing by caring for those who are suffering:

Physically 
Spiritually 
Emotionally 
and by caring for Orphans and At-Risk Youth...

Knowing someone cares can make all the difference.  Make a difference for a life in 
Ukraine today.

Your gift will be doubled!  Generous donors will 
match every dollar you give—up to $7,500—
meaning your donation goes twice as far.

East Texas Giving Day is Tuesday, April 29th.  
Help reach our $15,000 goal by midnight 
and show the people of Ukraine they are not 
forgotten.

Early Giving is Open NOW!!!

Visit PHA’s East Texas Giving Day Website: 
https://www.easttexasgivingday.org/
organization/ProgramForHumanitarianAid

 OR SCAN HERE TO DONATE  
ON YOUR SMARTPHONE



F R O M  T H E  D O M I K  K I T C H E N
by Maryna Bilokonna 
PHA UKRAINIAN MINISTRY PARTNER: ZAPORIZHZHIA

Shturkhantsi

Shturkhantsi is a traditional Ukrainian dish made from potato dough 
and cheese.  The name of the potato pies comes from the way they 
are prepared - the filling is slightly “pushed” into the dough.  Usually, 
shturkhantsi is served with cracklings or butter.

For the dough:
500 g of cold mashed potatoes
1 egg
50 g of butter
Salt to taste
4 tablespoons of starch in the dough and 2 tablespoons 
of starch for rolling out the finished products

For the filling:
200 g of cheese
1 clove of garlic
1 egg
Salt to taste
fresh dill

The potatoes for the dough must be boiled.  It is not 
necessary to peel them beforehand.

Meanwhile, prepare the filling.  Put cheese in a bowl, 
peel, and grate the garlic.  Wash the dill, dry and chop, 
and then add into a bowl with the cheese.

Mix the ingredients for the filling, slightly kneading with 
a fork.  After that, if desired, you can add 1/2 tsp. salt.

Form 8-9 small balls of the same size from the potato 
dough.  To form the strukantsi, you need to make a 
small hollow in the dough balls and put in about 1 tsp. 
of the filling.

To seal the strukantsi, first pinch the edges, and then, 
shaking the strukantsi in your hands, form a cylinder.  
The formed strukantsi should be sprinkled with starch 
(2 tablespoons).

Boil salted water in a large saucepan and dip the 
strukantsi into boiling water.  After they float, boil for 
another 2-3 minutes.

Enjoy!

- Maryna Bilokonna

$50

PLEASE SUPPORT PHA AND JOIN US
IN MAKING A DIFFERENCE TODAY!

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP

PHONE

BIRTHDAY + SPOUSE’S BIRTHDAY

$150 $250 OTHER

CARD NUMBER EXP DATE SEC CODE

SIGNATURE

EMAIL ADDRESS

Enclosed is my check made payable to Program for Humanitarian Aid

Please charge my donation to my credit card

SCAN HERE TO DONATE
 ON YOUR SMARTPHONE

NAME + SPOUSE’S NAME

DONATE ONLINE AT: www.pha.family/donate
All contributions and bequests are tax-deductible to the extent
allowed by federal and state law.  Program for Humanitarian Aid
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable organization.  
TAX ID: 26-3427030
P.O. Box 5266 • Tyler, TX 75712 • 979-220-5691

Make it monthly


