
 2016 was a year of growth and blessing for Program For Humanitarian Aid’s orphan ministry in 

Ukraine.  

 
We expanded our work into Poltava and now serve approximately 200 orphans there.  Feda, his 

wife Nastia, and the local church are doing a wonderful job of building relationships and planting 

the seeds of Christ with orphans.  Almost every weekend, children from a local orphanage and 

children from a group home are coming to church and spending time in Feda and Nastia's 

home—sometimes for entire weekends and holidays!  In addition to the weekend visitors 2 

graduated orphans, Daniel and Nazar are living fulltime with Fedya’s family while attending 

trade school.  We are blessed to have positive working relationships with the directors of the 

institutions there and cannot wait to see what God does in 2017 through this work.  PHA has 

opened a Domik, Day Center facility in a room at the church.  It includes a kitchen and open area 

that can be used for bible lessons, meals, crafts, and, of course, ping-pong.  This benefits our 

work and is a great resource for the church to use as well.  
 
In addition to the work in Poltava, our work in Zaporizhia continues to grow as well.  We are 

serving over 400 children that are split between 2 government run orphanages there. Our 

Zaporizhia Day Center is open 7 days a week, serving 150 kids. In the afternoon children still 

living in the orphanages there come for Bible lessons, life skills lessons and nutritious meals.  In 

the evenings graduated orphans who have left the orphanage system and are living in trade 

school dorms come to Domik to cook their dinner, do laundry, hear Bible Lessons and also 

participate in Guitar, English and Cooking classes.  
 
While our Domik day centers are a huge success in both Poltava and Zaporizhia we also now 

have 9 young adults living full time in one of the PHA Family Homes.  These young men and 

women are a permanent part of a Christian Family. 
 
To meet the increasing number of children we are serving we have increased our Ukrainian staff. 

We currently have 4 Ukrainians that work full time for PHA in Zaporizhia and 3 in 

Poltava.  Through the countless hours of work of these Christian men and women our daily 

ministry is made possible.  
 
During 2016 PHA also led 3 mission trips to Ukraine.  In March a team of teachers and 

administrators led a teaching seminar for the teachers in in the orphanages where our children 

attend school with the aim being to improve their education.  During the month of June PHA 

held Summer Bible Camp for children from all three of the orphanages we work with as well as 

many of our graduates.  American team members served as teachers and group leaders for this 

time. Finally, in November a group of church leaders from College Station, TX made a trip to 

Ukraine to encourage and mentor church leaders there.  

 
It is a blessing to both the Ukrainians and Americans who participate in PHA mission trips where 

the love of Christ is shown to the orphan and at-risk children in our ministry.  PHA is planning to 

lead the March Teachers trip again this year and is also currently building our summer mission 

trip team. 

 



Through our growth as an organization we have seen an increased number of our children be 

enrolled in upper level trade schools such as Culinary and Mechanical schools.  We are also 

blessed to have many of our older orphan graduates continue to attend church and serve 

there.  God’s Kingdom in Ukraine is growing and He is to be given the glory! 
 
As we begin 2017 we are seeing more opportunities to expand the number of children we serve 

in Poltava, Zaporizhia and other regions.  One of our most immediate goals is to find a larger 

home for our Poltava staff to live in.  This will allow for more children to live with them and 

visit on weekends and holidays. The children who are given the opportunities to live with 

Christian families are some of the ones we see the most dramatic changes in. 

 

PHA is thankful to the individuals and congregations that join the PHA Family and partner with 

us to make this ministry a reality for so many through prayer and financial support.  
 


